
Paternity
Establishment
in the 
State of Ohio



Who can request paternity establishment?

Mother

Father

Custodian or 

Caretaker

Child Support 

Enforcement 

Agency (CSEA)



Voluntary Acknowledgment 

of Paternity (VAP):
both parents agree on the father.

When to sign:
• At the hospital
• Later at the CSEA or 
• Local Health Department

Legal effect:
• It becomes legally binding 60 days 

after signing, unless challenged in 
court.

Genetic Testing 

through CSEA:                        
If paternity is disputed or 
uncertain, contact your 
county’s CSEA office.

They will schedule genetic 
testing for the mother, child 

and alleged father.

Court Order:
If either parent disputes the 

results or refuses testing,
CSEA may refer the case to 
court for a judge to decide.

The court can order 
paternity testing and legally 

determine the father.

H

Methods of Paternity Establishment



Why Establish Paternity?

• Legal right for both parents 

(custody/visitation)

• Child Support obligations

• Eligibility for benefits 

(Social Security, insurance, 

Veterans Affairs)



Genetic Testing

Complete an application (IV-D) 
at your county CSEA

You will receive “Notice of Request for 
Paternity Determination and Order to Appear 

(JFS 07754)” through certified mail 

You will arrive at the CSEA on the date and 
time in the hearing notice where you will be 

cheek swabbed



Your Results

You will receive your results 
through certified mail.

You have 14 days to object to the 
results.

Once 14 days have past and no 
objection has been made, 

CSEA will notify the Central 
Paternity Registry and the results 

will become final. 
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